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|. Commitment
Our school underltakes to reger lo this Plo,g Poiicg in all decisions thal affeci children's Plag.
Calmore is committed to Providing the siro,iegic and oPeraiional leadership needed o Provide

and mainkain inclusive, quaiiig Piag Provision for all of our children.

2. Raiionale
Our school believes that all children need oPPoriuniiies bo Piag that allow them bo explore,

manipuiaie, experience and affeci their environment. We believe Plo,g Provision should be
welcoming and accessible to every child, irresPeciive of 9ender, sexual orieniaiion, economic or

socio,l circumsiances, eH‘inic or culiural background or origin, or individuo,l abiliiies.

The OPAL Primarg Programme rakionale is thal .. beh‘er, more achive and crealive Playitimes
can mean /ialoloier and healthier c/iildren, and /iaving happier, /iea/it/iier, more achive children
usually results in a more posiitive atlitude to /earning in sc/iaol, with more eJrJrecfive classroom
lessons, less sfcbrf fime spenit resolving unnecessary behavioural prob/ems, fewer Io/ayi‘ime

accidenits, /ialoloier sfcyf and a healit/'iier aitfiitude iLO li €. !

Al Calmore Info,ni school, we wank fo encourage all children o have qualiig, inclusive Plaﬂ.
PiaH isan imporiani Pari of school life and involves many skills needed in life such as
negoiio,iion, sharing, resilience, ris|< iaking and manH more. We encourage children io be
resilient, independeni learners lo prepare them for the wider world and to be o respech:ul
member of our school communiig. As a school our iearning heroes are embedded within our

ieo,rning.
We encourage the children to be:
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3. Definiiion and value of PIOH



http://imgite.com/

Plau is def'med as a process Hml is inlrinsica“u mohvaled, direcled bu H'te child and freelu
chosen bu the child. Plau has its own value and Provides its own purpose. Ik may or may not

involve ectuipment or other People.
We believe PlO’H has many benefils, lncluding:
° Plau is crilical ko children's health and we”being, and essential for their Phusical,

emohonal, soclal, sPlrltual and inkellectual developmenf

° Plau enables children lo explore the Phuslcal and social environment, as well as dlfferent
concepls and ideas.

° Plau enhances children's self—esteem and their understanding of others leough freelu
chosen social lnterachons, within peer groups, with lndivlduals, and within groups of
different ages, abilihes, interests, genders, ethnicilies and cullures.

. Plau requlres ongoing communicalion and negohahon skills, enabling children o develop
a balance between their rigM bo ack freelu and their responsibilihes bo others.

. Plau enables children to experlence a wide range of emolions and develop their abilitu lo
cope with H‘»ese, includlng sadness and haPPiness, reJ'echon and acceplance, fruslrahon
and achlevemenl, boredom and fo,scinahon, fear and confldence.

. Plau encourages self—confidence and the abilitu lo make choices, Problem solve and to be
creative.

. Plau maintains children's openness lo learning, develops their capabllihes and allows

Hlem tO PU,Sh Hw boundarles OJ.‘ wha[ H‘LCB can achieve.

These statements link bo all areas of the curriculum at Calmore InJ:o,nE school. Children have
Hw 'righF to PIO’H' o,nd H‘»is is valued as highlu as any oH‘»er curriculum area in our school. Plau
makes up 20% of @ Childs ‘school llfe and children deserve ko 9el ctualilu, engaging PlO’H

during their bime ab Calmore Infant school.

4. Aims

In relation to Plau our school aims lo:

e Ensure Plau se“ings Provide a varied, chauenging and shmulahng environment.

e Allow children o take risks and use a common-sense aPProach lo the managemenk of
these risks and their benefﬁs.

e Provide oPPorlunihes for children o deve[op their relahonships with each olher.

e Enable children to develop respect for their surroundmgs and each oHler, developing
skills for life.

e Aid children's Phusical, emohonal, social, spirituul and inlelleclual developmenl.

e Providea range of environments thal will encourage children o exPlore and Plau

imaginahvelu.



e Providea range of environments thal will suPPorL children's learning across the
curriculum and learning aboul the world around them.
e Promole lndependence and feamwork within children.

e Build emotional and Phgsical resilience.

5. Righ}s
Our school recognlses the UN Convenlion on the Rights of the Chlld, which includes the rlg/n‘ bo
play, recreation and leisure (Article 31) and the rig/ut of children to be listened to on maters
imloorfamt bo them (Article 12). We acknowledge that we have o dutg bo bake these ring seriouslﬂ

and listen bo children's views on their Plo,g.

6. Benefil and risk

P/ay is greaf for chi/dren ’s wel/being and developmemt. W/zen p/anning and providing play
opporfunih'es, L%e goal is nof fo eliminafe ris/(, buf fo weig/z up Hle ris/(s and benefhts. Na

child will learn about risk br H;ey are Wraloped in cotton wool
Managing Ris|< in Plo,g Provisionz An Implemenfahon Guide (Plaﬂ So,fehj Foru,m, 20|2)

The school will use the Health and Safelg Execulive guidance document Children’s Play
and Leisure - Promoh'ng a Balanced Approac/; (September 2012) as the Principal value

stalemenl 'mforming its aPProach bo monaging risk in PIQH-

In doing SO, Hme schoo[ wiu adopt a risk-benefi} o,PProo,ch as detailed in Managing Ris/< in P/ay
Provision: An Imlolemenfah'on Guide (P/ay Scbcefg Forum, 2012)

Risk—}aking is an essenlial feo,tu,re of PlaH Provision and of all environments in which children
leglhmo}elﬂ sPend lime al Plag. PlaH Provision aims to offer children the chance to encounter
acceplable risks as Part of @ shmulahng, cha”engmg and managed P[O’H environment. As
outlined in the PlOH seclor Pulolico,hon Best Plag', PlOH Provision should aim to 'manage the
balance between the need to offer risk and the need fo /(eep children and young Ioeolo/e sare

,crom harm’.

In addikion to standard risk—benefﬁ assessments the school will Prachce dgnamic risk
management with children, encouraging them to ldenhﬂj and manage risks in an environment
where adulls are Present lo support them. This will be carried oul during regular OPAL
assemblies o help involve and educale the children aboul managing risks and for staff lo
assess U.‘ the Plo'}j is 'so,fe enough'. In order for children lo navigate their way H'Lrough daH lo
daH cha”enges, we wo,nl to Promote resilience, ris|< Laking o,nd negohahon;\just some Of Hw |<e3
skills needed in llfe. Withou! these skills children become risk averse and unable to manage dag

lo cJ,o,H risks.



/‘\ppendix |- H&SE Managing Risk Statement

1. Supervision
The law requires that children in school have supervision but for Primo,rH school P[agiimes
there are no stated ralios. Du,ring the school daﬂ there should be one or more adulls Preseni

OU,I?(J,OOFS.

The school recognises OPAL's three models Of supervision: Direcl, Remole and Ranging. Excepi
for new children in recePiion, whose s|<i”s and orienio,iion in Hie school environmeni need io be
assessed, Hie school does noi believe direci suPervision is Possible or beneficio,l. SuPervisors will
use ro,nging and remote supervision models, so that children can quicklg fincl an adult and
adulls can Pairol large sites fo 9ain an awareness of the kinds of Plo,g and levels of risk likelg

bo be emerging.

The children will be able to choose which zone H‘ieH would like to PlOH in and these zones will be
made aware o the children l:)efore their oPPoriu,niiH lo Plo,H and Hieg musk decide in which zone
H‘ieg wish o Plaﬂ. Each zone will be suPervised bg adulls from our Calmore P[aﬂ Team. The
aduls will be dislributed across the PlaH areas and will rotale according bo need and number

of children.

8. The odulrs role in PIOH
The school will help children maximise the benefiis H'iey can 9o,infrom Plag bH the Provision of

iro,ined siaff who are informed bH and wor|< in accordance wiH'i Hie Planork Principles. Sio,ff
wi“ use o,nd refer io H‘iese Principles w|”ien aPProPriaie iniervenhons are needed, and uliimaielg

wi“ sirive for faciliiahng an environmeni H’io,i nu,riu,res children‘s self-direcied Pl°H~

The Plaijworker's core funciion is bo create an environmenk that will slimulale children's Plo’ﬂ
and maximise their oPPorhiniiies fora wide range of Plo’fj exPeriences. A skilled and
exPerienced Plagworker is co,Po,ble of enriching the child's Plo’ﬁ exPerience both in terms of the
design and resources of the Phgsical environment and in kerms of the akitudes and cullure
fosiered within the Plag seHing. Plaijworkers are a channel Of access lo new materials and lools
and Hieg can act as a slimulus ko children to explore and learn. Theg are also available fo

Po,riicipo,ie in the P[O’H U.‘ invited.
*Aloloendix 2 & 3 - Play war/( Principles.

q. Equoliig and diversiig



Through Provid'mg a rich PIO’H offer meehng every child's needs we will ensure a“ chlldren,
regardless of age, 9ender, race, disabllilg or other sPecial needs, can develop and H‘»rlve, build

slrong re[ahonshlps and er}jog school.

QOur Vision at Calmore Infant School seeks to fosler a warm, welcomlng and resPechul
environments, which allow us lo queshon and cha”enge discrimination and inequalitg, resolve

confllcts PGO,CGJ.‘U,”H o,nd WOFI( and learnfreefrom ho,ro,ssmenl o,nd violence.

We recognise on,l Htere are slmllarihes o,nd differences befween lndivlduals o,nd groups, bul we
will strive ko ensure that our dlfferences do not become barriers to Parhcipahon, access or
learning and o creale inclusive processes and Prachces where the varging needs of individuals
and groups are ldenhfied and mek. We Hlerefore cannot achieve equalilg for all bg treahng
everyone the same. We will build on our similarilies and seek enrichmenlt from our differences
and so Promofe undersfo,nding and learning between and fowards others o create cohesive

communihes.

Please see Our Equalllg and D'wersihj Policg on school website. Appendix 4

|O. Environment
We believe that a rich PlaH seHing should ensure thal all children have access o shmulahng
environments thal are free from unacceplable or unnecessary risks and Hlerebg offer children

Hw OPPOI’"[TUI’W}H }O explorefor Hmemselves H’ll"OUgh H‘»eirJ:reelH chosen PlOH

We will strive ko conhnua”g improve the qualitg and diversltg of our school's grounds bo
enhance PlOH- We will use the document Best Plo,gl bo guide us on whal a qualitg Plag

environment ShOUld contain. wwwbcreeplagnelworkorg.uk/Pubs/beskplo,H,Pde

ur extensive qrounds and diverse range of equipment proviae all chilaren with opportunities fo
Our extensive grounds and d ge of equipment provide all children with opportunikies |
pnd their Preferred PlOH slgle. This rich PlOH sethng supports safeguarcling, helps children
develop confidence in feam building and advocahng for their own ring, increases children's
social and emational capabilihes and helps develop a love and er}jogmenl of the outdoors,

which isa |<eH J:oundahon for caring for Hw environment.


http://www.freeplaynetwork.org.uk/pubs/bestplay.pdf

Appendices (SCIDOFO,I'C I'O,I.)S on websiteJror Ipo,ren}ol OCCCSS)

|. hHIps://www.hse.9ov.u,|</entertalnmenl/assels/docs/childrens-lr:)lag-Jiulg—20|2.lr:>df

2. OPAL Welcome Book
H[Ps://mediaz-
productionmighbynelworks com/assel/58242656/0PAL_Welcome_Book_2022_v3.pd¢

3 Ploljwork essenlials

hHIDSI //www.outdoorplagandlearning.org.uk/elearning /Plo,tjwork—

essentialsl/# /menu/6054blee /c12630¢25]cd 3
The playwork principles

Keep a reflection diary to understand how you do these things

1. Understand Need 2. Understand Process
All children and young people need to play. Play Is a process that is freely chosen,
The impulse to play is innate. Play is a and intri ivated.

biological, psychological and social
necessity, and is fundamental to the
healthy development and well-being of
individuals.

3. Support Process

The prime focus and essence of playwork is
to support and facilitate the play process
and this should inform the development of
play policy, strategy, training and
education,

5. Create Spaces

The role of the playworker is to support all
children and young people in the creation
of a space in which they can play.

7. Understand Impact

Playworkers recognise their own impact

on the play space and also the impact of

children and young people’s play on the
playworker,

4. Eq ualilg Ipolicg:

hlllps:/ / co,lmoreinJrontschool.ovwzbiuniperwebsites.co.uk/attachments/download.aslp?Jrile:[r

Children and young people determine and
control the content and intent of their play, by
following their own instincts, ideas and
interests, in their own way for their own
reasons.

4. Advocate for Play

L

For play , the play p takes
precedence and playworkers act as
advocates for play when engaging with
adult led agendas.

6. Learn and Reflect

The playworker's resp to chil
and young people playing is based on a
sound up to date knowledge of the play

process, reflective practice.

8. Choose Intervention Styles
Pl choose an inter ion style
that enables children and young people
to extend their play. All playworker
interventions must balance risk with the
developmental benefit and well-being of

children.

248lype=pds


https://www.hse.gov.uk/entertainment/assets/docs/childrens-play-july-2012.pdf
https://media2-production.mightynetworks.com/asset/58242656/OPAL_Welcome_Book_2022_v3.pdf
https://media2-production.mightynetworks.com/asset/58242656/OPAL_Welcome_Book_2022_v3.pdf
https://www.outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk/elearning/playwork-essentials1/#/menu/6054b1ee7c92630f251cdf3f
https://www.outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk/elearning/playwork-essentials1/#/menu/6054b1ee7c92630f251cdf3f
https://calmoreinfantschool.ovw2.juniperwebsites.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=424&type=pdf
https://calmoreinfantschool.ovw2.juniperwebsites.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=424&type=pdf

